September 28, 2015

half century ago, “to promote the growth, de-
velopment, and economic independence of
persons  with  developmental disabilities
through programs of education, rehabilitation,
and work opportunity.” Its revolutionary ap-
proach recognizes that inclusion, not segrega-
tion, is a fundamental tenet of a strong com-
munity—at school, at work and in the world
around us. In Northwest Center classrooms,
children with and without disabilities share
high expectations. Innovative companies like
Amazon, Microsoft, and Starbucks have em-
braced the advantages of workforce inclusion.

Against this backdrop of revolutionary
achievement, | salute Northwest Center and
its founders for their leadership—not only in
their programs, but in launching a
groundbreaking attitudinal shift that impacts
people across the state of Washington and
across this country.

———————

HONORING MICHAEL AND KELLY
DIAMOND ANDERSON FOR THEIR
DEDICATED SERVICE TO WEST-
ERN NEW YORK

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor Michael and
Kelly Anderson for their dedicated commitment
to bettering the community. Mr. and Mrs. An-
derson have supported various civic initiatives
throughout Western New York in the last 15
years.

Mrs. Anderson, a Peer Review Coordinator
at Catholic Health Systems, has demonstrated
her passion for service through her involve-
ment with the WNY Perinatal Bereavement
Network, which provides support for families
dealing with the loss of children at birth. She
has chaired the WNYPBN’s Walk to Remem-
ber and Elegant Evening to Remember
events, and is also a coordinator for the WNY
Perinatal Parent telephone support group.
Mrs. Anderson has been a generous donor to
the Sister's hospital foundation, and the Ste-
ven’s Bereavement Fund. Like his wife, Mr.
Anderson has been deeply involved in service
efforts for the community. Mr. Anderson, an
Area Sales Manager for First Niagara Finan-
cial Group, volunteers on several nonprofit
boards in WNY; he currently serves as presi-
dent elect for the University at Buffalo Alumni
Association, in addition to being on the Board
of Directors for the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. Mr. Anderson is also a volunteer Youth
mentor for Leadership Buffalo, where he is an
alumnus of the Leadership Buffalo Class of
2010.

Since 2011, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson have
helped organize a local fundraiser called RTG
for a Cure, which raises money each year to
help support pediatric cancer initiatives. Mrs.
Anderson is also an ardent supporter of the
Red Cross, and donates her time to the City
Mission and St. Vincent DePaul Society. Kelly
and Michael will be honored at the upcoming
4th annual Ryan Purcell Memorial Run, a race
held in Lackawanna, NY which celebrates the
life of the young man whose life was tragically
cut short. The couple will be awarded the 3rd
annual Tim O’Neil Good Samaritan Award at
the event, which takes place on October 3rd.
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Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize Mr. and
Mrs. Anderson. | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating them on their accom-
plished careers and to commend them for
their admirable service in the community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 160TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BEECH CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 160th Homecoming
and Anniversary of the Beech Creek Baptist
Church, in Spurger, Texas.

Charter members were James G. Collier,
his wife Elizabeth Collier, his half-sister Mary
Caswell, his stepmother Mary Keith, his
daughter Lucy Ratcliff, his brother Thomas
Collier and his nieces Volumnia Freeman and
Mary Baker.

With no Baptist church in this area at the
time, eight community members came to-
gether on September 24, 1855 to organize a
church by the name of Beech Creek.

As the oldest Baptist Church in Tyler County
with complete records of its existence, Beech
Creek is an important and treasured place of
worship for our area.

As we pause to celebrate another important
milestone, let us remember those who faith-
fully and humbly came before us in service to
God at Beech Creek Baptist Church.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MS. WILLIE MAE SEATON

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Willie Mae Seaton, long-
time owner of Willie Mae’s Scotch House in
New Orleans. Ms. Seaton passed away on
September 18, 2015, at the age of 99.

Ms. Seaton was born in Crystal Springs,
Mississippi, and moved to New Orleans during
World War Il with her husband who worked at
the Higgins Shipyard. For several years she
drove a taxi, worked at a dry cleaner, and was
a licensed beautician. Ms. Seaton’s true ambi-
tion, however, was to own a bar.

In 1957, Ms. Seaton turned her corner
beauty shop into Willie Mae’s Scotch House
where it quickly became a neighborhood fa-
vorite. While cooking out of the bar's kitchen,
patrons encouraged her to open a restaurant.
Famous for its fried chicken, Ms. Seaton ran
her business for decades.

Ms. Seaton represented everything that is
great about New Orleans. She had a wonder-
ful spirit and always greeted everyone who
came to visit her restaurant with warmth and
love. To this day, Willie Mae’s is among the
best fried chicken you will ever find. In fact,
when President Obama visited New Orleans
for the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina,
we ate at Willie Mae’s.

Ms. Seaton was named an America’s Clas-
sic by the James Beard Foundation in May
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2005. Later that year, the floods that followed
post-Katrina levee failure destroyed Willie
Mae’s Scotch House and Ms. Seaton’s home
next door. A testament to her impact on the
New Orleans community, waves of volunteers
helped to rebuild her neighborhood restaurant.

New Orleans will not be the same without
her, but her legacy will forever be a part of the
city. Her story of turning her small beauty
shop into a world-renowned establishment ex-
emplifies the spirit of New Orleans. Stories like
hers will show generations of Americans that
if we work hard, our dreams can become a re-
ality.

Mr. Speaker, | celebrate the life and legacy
of Ms. Seaton, a beloved mother, grand-
mother, and example to African-American en-
trepreneurs everywhere.

———
HONORING THE CAREER OF LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL MICHAEL

SHELTON KEM
HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of Lieutenant Colonel Mi-
chael Shelton Kem. Lieutenant Colonel Kem
has served our country for 26 years with the
United States Air Force and New York Air Na-
tional Guard. Lieutenant Colonel Kem has
been decorated with numerous medals,
awards, and service distinctions and will retire
from military service on October 1st. It is my
honor to recognize such a distinguished cit-
izen and airman.

Lieutenant Colonel Kem began his military
career in 1989 when he received his commis-
sion after graduating from the United States
Air Force Academy where he received his
Bachelor of Science degree in Human Factors
Engineering. Lieutenant Colonel Kem served
active duty from May 1989 through September
2000. Lieutenant Colonel Kem had a very suc-
cessful active duty career; after commissioning
he attended pilot training at Laughlin Air Force
Base, Texas and remained there after grad-
uating as a First Assignment Instructor Pilot
(FAIP) in the T-38. During his time at Laughlin
Air Force Base, he flew as a check pilot, was
an assistant Flight Commander, and the Run-
way Supervisory Unit Training and Standard-
ization Officer-In-Charge.

Lieutenant Colonel Kem then flew the C—
141 at Travis Air Force Base, California, work-
ing as a training officer and flying missions to
all points of the world. His final active duty as-
signment was at Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas, as a Pilot Instructor Training (PIT) in-
structor in the T-1A. While stationed at Ran-
dolph Air Force Base, Texas, he served as the
assistant Chief of the Standardization and
Evaluations division.

Lieutenant Colonel Kem joined the New
York Air National Guard in 2002 and served
with the 152nd Air Operations Group as an Air
Mobility Liaison officer. While in that unit he
was deployed overseas for the start of Oper-
ation Iraqgi Freedom in early 2003. After return-
ing from that deployment, Lieutenant Colonel
Kem joined the RC—26 program at Hancock
Field, supporting law enforcement throughout
the Northeast, performing airborne counter
drug surveillance operations.
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Shortly after joining the RC—26 program, its
mission expanded to include missions outside
the United States to locations such as Colom-
bia, South America, various locations within
Iraqg and Afghanistan, and more recently to
Lima, Peru. Lieutenant Colonel Kem coura-
geously deployed ten times with the RC—-26 in
support of Operations Iraqi Freedom, New
Dawn, and Enduring Freedom. Five of those
deployments were to Iraq and two to Afghani-
stan.

Lieutenant Colonel Kem has dedicated 26
years of service to the United States of Amer-
ica. Lieutenant Colonel Kem earned his pilot
wings at Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, and
throughout his career he has earned the rating
of Command Pilot, while logging 7,600 military
flight hours, 1,115 combat hours, and 277
combat sorties. Lieutenant Colonel Kem
worked his way through the ranks to earn the
title of Lieutenant Colonel in September 2007.
His effective dates of promotion are: Second
Lieutenant—May 1989; First Lieutenant—May
1991; Captain—May 1993; Major—September
2000; Lieutenant Colonel—September 2007.

Lieutenant Colonel Kem’s major military
awards and decorations include the Meri-
torious Service Medal; Air Medal with ten de-
vices, Aerial Achievement Medal with two de-
vices, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Air
Force Achievement Medal with two devices,
Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award with ten devices, Combat Readi-
ness Medal with two devices, National De-
fense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal with one device, Afghanistan
Campaign Medal with two devices, Iraq Cam-
paign Medal with two devices, Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, and the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to congratulate
Lieutenant Colonel Kem on his retirement and
to thank him for his selfless service to our
country.

———

CONGRATULATING COACH JOHN
CALIPARI, NAISMITH MEMORIAL
BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME
MEMBER

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late John Calipari, Head Basketball Coach of
the University of Kentucky Wildcats, on his in-
duction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame. Over his career as a basketball
coach, Calipari has received many well de-
served awards and the Hall of Fame recog-
nizes the years of successful accomplish-
ments.

In twenty two years as a head coach in col-
lege basketball, Coach Cal has an overall
record of 593-174 (.773). He has led three
schools to the Final Four; UMass, Memphis,
and Kentucky. At the University of Kentucky,
his teams have reached the Final Four in four
out of the last five years. As all Kentuckians
know, the 2012 Kentucky team won the na-
tional championship. He has twenty official
twenty win seasons and eight official thirty win
seasons as a college head coach.

In addition to his amazing won-loss record
and his successful teams, Coach Cal can be
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very proud of the positive affect he has had on
the lives of many young men. Numerous
former players are now successful stars in the
next step of their careers, the NBA. Coach Cal
continues to follow their careers after they go
to the NBA and takes time to show continued
interest in their lives.

Coach Calipari can also be proud of the
positive contributions he has made to the
communities where he has coached through
philanthropic efforts. Not only does he give
generously to the community in many ways,
he teaches his players to do the same. Young
men on his teams are known for spending
time with those who are less fortunate, espe-
cially children. He teaches players to be posi-
tive role models and good citizens.

For all the accomplishments of his college
basketball coaching career, Coach John
Calipari has been honored with membership in
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame. As a proud alumnus of the University of
Kentucky and lifelong Wildcat fan, | am happy
to be able to congratulate him before the
House of Representatives.

——

RECOGNITION OF EBBY HALLIDAY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today with great pleasure
to pay tribute to the life and legacy of a proud
Dallasite and a true American. Ebby Halliday,
known in North Texas as the “Queen of Real
Estate,” passed in Dallas on Wednesday,
September 9, 2015. The 70-year-old company
that she founded, Ebby Halliday Real Estate,
has nearly 1800 real estate agents and in
2014 amassed sales of $6.6 billion. The im-
pact of her company was only outweighed by
the impact of her character.

The life and work of Ebby Halliday is a part
of the social and economic fabric of Dallas.
Mrs. Halliday approached philanthropy with
the same way she approached real estate. Al-
ways graceful, she explained her work ethic
by saying: “I work like a dog and act like a
lady.” Her intensity and charm only intensified
with age.

Praise for Mrs. Halliday rings far and wide
in Dallas, from the state capitol to her many
employees. Twenty-three years ago, she
placed 49 percent of the company that she
had build into a stock portfolio for her employ-
ees. She believed that they should be re-
warded for their work.

She changed the scope and nature of the
real estate industry in Texas, by including, re-
cruiting, and mentoring talented women to
lead the industry. Some of the largest real es-
tate firms in North Texas today are owned by
women who received their training under the
prudent tutelage of Ebby Halliday.

At a celebration for her 100th birthday four
years ago, this graceful lady donned a ukulele
and sang “Happy Days Are Here Again.” She
was as joyous as the youngest person in the
room.

Because of Ebby Halliday, Dallas grew not
only in size, but in the capacity to love. | want
to take this time to remember her, on behalf
of her family, the city of Dallas.

Mr. Speaker, Ebby Halliday is an unforget-
table public servant and leader. A woman
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fueled by passion and concern for others, she
was a trailblazer for women throughout the
state of Texas. She left a powerful legacy that
will live for generations.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. THOMAS MAR-
TIN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
AND SUPERINTENDENT OF LIN-
COLN COUNTY PUBLIC HOSPITAL
DISTRICT NO. 3, ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 28, 2015

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate Mr. Thomas Martin,
the Chief Executive Officer and Super-
intendent of Lincoln County Hospital, for his
years of service and advocacy to Eastern
Washington. A visionary leader, Mr. Martin
served for more than twenty-six years as a
hospital administrator in Lincoln County. Mr.
Martin will be retiring at the end of January
and | am pleased to recognize his accomplish-
ments and countless contributions to our great
community in Eastern Washington.

Throughout his illustrious career, Tom
gained a reputation as a visionary and innova-
tive leader. In Northeastern Washington, his
legacy includes numerous programs that were
developed and utilized during his tenure,
namely Level One Cardiac Care, F.A.S.T
Stroke, Remote Presence Physicians using ro-
botics, Telehealth, and other key partnerships
with tertiary facilities and services. Due to his
tireless work, these programs and initiatives
will continue to better the lives of those in
Eastern Washington for generations to come.

Furthermore, through the years, Tom re-
ceived several prestigious healthcare and
leadership awards including the American Col-
lege of Healthcare Executives Regents Award,
the Qualis Health Award of Excellence in
Healthcare Quality, and the Healthcare Lead-
ership Award from the Washington Rural
Health Association and the Becker's National
Review. These awards exemplify Mr. Martin’s
incredible service to our community.

Constantly working to advance the health
and well-being of those in the Inland North-
west, Tom continually positioned his hospital
and programs for success. Through his efforts,
he provided increased access to healthcare
throughout our community and continues to
remain an important advocate for rural health
care and Critical Access Hospitals all across
our State. Mr. Martin is a true testament to
what an involved and devoted member of a
community looks like and continually goes
above and beyond to advance healthcare ef-
forts in Northeastern Washington.

| would like to thank Mr. Thomas Martin for
his years of dedication to Lincoln County and
to the greater Inland Northwest. | applaud his
commitment to advocating for rural healthcare
access all across our State and for his devo-
tion to bettering the lives of those within East-
ern Washington. | wish him the best of luck in
the next chapter of his life.
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